THE RENAISSANCE AND ITS EFFECTS.

the imperial office. For the projects of reform did not
propose to effect their objects by restoring to Maximilian
the authority his predecessors had once enjoyed, but
by setting up a body which would resemble far more
nearly the senate of a federal state than the administrative
council which surrounds a monarch. The existing system
developed itself further: relieved from external pressure,
the princes became more despotic in their own terri-
tories : distinct codes were framed, and new systems of
administration introduced: the insurgent peasantry were
crushed down with more confident harshness. Already
had leagues of princes and cities been formed11 (that
of Swabia was one of the strongest forces in Germany,
and often the monarch's firmest support); now alliances
begin to be contracted with foreign powers, and receive a
direction of formidable import from the rivalry which the
pretensions on Naples and Milan of Charles the Eighth
and Lewis the Twelfth of France kindled between then-
house and the Austrian. It was no slight gain to have
friends in the heart of the enemy's country, such as
French intrigue found in the Elector Palatine and the
count of Wtirtemberg,

Nevertheless this was also the era of the first conscious
feeling of German nationality, as distinct from imperial.
Driven in on all hands, with Italy and the Slavic lands
and Burgundy hopelessly lost, Teutschland learnt to
separate itself from Welschland \ The Empire became

b Wenzel had encouraged the
leagues of the cities, and incurred
thereby the hatred of the nobles.

* The Germans, like our own
ancestors, called foreign, i. e. non-
Teutonic nations, Welsh; yet ap-
parently not all such nations, but

only those which they in some way
associated with the Roman Em-
pire, the Cymry of Roman Britain,
the Romanized Kelts of Gaul, the
Italians, the Roumans or Wallachs
of Transylvania and the Principa-
lities. It does not appear that
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